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MEMBER FOR DARLING RANGE — SERVICE MEDALS 
698. Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE to the Premier: 
I ask a supplementary question. 
Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Minister for Transport! 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: Premier, we are interested in a ministerial statement from you so that you can provide 
confidence to the people of Western Australia — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: I will start again. Premier, how will you provide confidence, without your ministerial 
statement, to the people of Western Australia that their member for Darling Range’s background has been fully 
checked and that you are satisfied? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Members opposite have their strategy meeting in the morning; they think, “What can we ask?” They have come 
up with this idea. I think they are actually scraping the bottom of the barrel with this. 
Mr S.K. L’Estrange: Have you still got confidence in him? 
Mr M. McGOWAN: There you go—you are verballing again. 
I will explain it again. I learned about the issue on 8 November. I spoke to the member for Darling Range; I went 
and sat next to him over there. From memory, his words were that there is not much in it and it is all a big mistake, 
or something to that effect, and I left it at that. I went away. The issue arose whilst I was away. When I came back 
I rang him, perhaps at 11.30 on Monday morning. I rang him again at eight o’clock on Monday night, and I have 
advised the house of the content of those conversations. He will make a statement to the house when he returns. 
I am not sure when he will return—whether it will be this week, next week or next year. I do not know the answer 
to that. I just urge members to be a little bit — 

Dr M.D. Nahan: Are you going to leave it at that? 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I urge the Leader of the Opposition to be a little bit sensitive in respect of the member for 
Darling Range. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I keep warning you. You ask a question, but you do not do the answer 
too. If you keep it up, you will not be here much longer. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: As to the idea that I am dragging this on, I did not ask the question. I am responding to the 
question from the Leader of the Opposition. I am answering as honestly as I can. He is a relatively new member 
of Parliament; he has been here for eight months. He is not an experienced member of Parliament and he is not 
someone who has a long history of being a parliamentary brawler or anything of that nature. I ask members to 
show a little bit of sensitivity for him. 

The SPEAKER: Before the next question, I called the member for Girrawheen and the Minister for Tourism 
a little while back, but I never got to do it, so I call them both to order now for the first time. 
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